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https://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=5383
https://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward?AWD_ID=1464507
https://ncats.nih.gov/ctsa
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Examples of Existing Programs 

NSF ADVANCE grant programs: These programs received funding through the NSF 

ADVANCE grant. This funding mechanism largely focuses on increasing participation 

and advancement of female faculty members in STEM. While most of these programs 

are not directly focused on innovation or commercialization, they offer a great starting 

point to building a community of women faculty members. As women become more 

confident and secure in their academic careers and research, the next step is helping 

them disclose their inventions and eventually working towards commercialization of their 

research.  

 University of Cincinnati LEAF Program 

 University of Southern Mississippi Gulf Coast Advance Partnership 

 University of Washington LEAD-It Yourself 

 The Ohio State University Project REACH for Commercialization Program 

 

NSF AWARE grant programs: Initiated in 2015, and currently a pilot grant, the NSF 

AWARE (Advancing Women and Under Represented Entrepreneurs) grant is focused 

on helping women and minorities apply for and receive SBIR/STTR funding.  

 University of Illinois-Champaign-Urbana 

 University of Louisville, Indiana University, Missouri University of Science and 

Technology 

 Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 

 

Internally funded programs: 

 University of Florida Empowering Women in Technology Startups (EWITS®) 

 Washington University of St Louis Women in Innovation & Technology (WIT) 

 Northwestern University INVOReach 

 

Get in Touch 

Interested in learning more about how to start a program or have questions?  Please 

feel free to contact any of the members of the AUTM Women Inventors Committee—

Barriers and Best Practices Subcommittee.   

Jennifer Finefield 
Indiana University 
 
Linda Kawano 
GroupOptima 
 

https://www.nsf.gov/ehr/Materials/ADVANCEBrochure.pdf
http://www.gulfcoastadvance.org/
https://advance.washington.edu/liy/index
http://advance.osu.edu/initiatives/project-reach/
https://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward?AWD_ID=1464507
http://www.ewits.org/
https://otm.wustl.edu/educational-opportunities/wit-program/
https://www.invo.northwestern.edu/startup-resources/resources-for-innovation-diversity/index.html
mailto:jfinefie@iu.edu
mailto:l.kawano@att.net


Rachel Lin 
Tarter Kirnski & Drogin 
 
Karen Maples 
FutureForward 
 
Michelle McMullen 
McDonnell Boehnen Hulbert & Berghoff, LLP 
 
Taunya Phillips 
University of Kentucky 
 
Jennifer Shockro 
California Institute of Technology 
 
Lidia Sobkow 
Washington University in St. Louis 
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mailto:lidia@wustl.edu
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