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According to Statistics Canada, in 2021 Canada's higher 
education sector accounted for approximately 37% of 
the country's total R&D expenditures.

The Conference Board of Canada estimates that universities 
and colleges collectively generate more than $55 billion (CAD)
annually in economic activity and support approximately 
680,000 direct and indirect jobs nationwide.

Since 1996, Canadian research institutions

have fueled innovation with...

of Canadian 
licences are to
startups and small
companies

This information was compiled from the AUTM 2023 Licensing Activity Survey and 
Statistics Access  for Technology Transfer Database, www.autm.net/STATT; Statistics 
Canada, Gross  domestic expenditures on research and development, by performing 
sector and  funding sector, 2021; and the Conference Board of Canada, The Economic 
Impact  of Post-Secondary Education in Canada, 2021.

https://listyourlab.innovation.ca/?utm_source=AUTM&utm_medium=AD&utm_campaign=Nav-AUTM-LicensingSurvey-WebAd-EN-Sep2025
https://inventtogether.org/tipa/?utm_source=inventors_digest&utm_medium=full_page_print&utm_campaign=tipa2022&utm_content=that-someone


Every year Canadian university research yields 
discoveries with commercial potential.

Technology 
Transfer 

Life Cycle 
2024

Invention

Evaluation

IP Protection

MarketingLicensing

Product
Development

Public Use 
& Economic 

Growth

Research & 
Development

Invention 
Disclosures

  New U.S. Patent  
  Applications Filed

U.S. Patents
Issued

Licences 
& Options 
Executed

New Products
Created

Startups 
Formed

Startups Still
Operational 
as of FY2024

Research Expenditures

For more information visit 
www.autm.net

Benefiting Society and the Economy

Canadian technology transfer professionals associated with universities and other  
academic institutions manage the complex process of shepherding ideas from the lab to  
the marketplace — from evaluating and protecting discoveries to commercializing the  
inventions through new and existing companies
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